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Listing of Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

1. (currently amended) A method for securely communicating financial 
information, comprising: 

receiving over an electronic computer network a eeded-message 
comprioing an entry in a opeoifiod fiold of communicated according to a field 
delimited communication protocol pursuant to which the message comprises a 
financial data field and a field value corresponding to the financial data field and 
the message has a standard* publiclv-lcnown meaning within the field delimited 
communication protocol; 

and interpreting said cod e d message according to a coded meaning to hav e 
a moaning diff e rent from a publicly known moaning for entri e s in said Gpooified 
&eid defined to be different than the standard publicly-known meaning within the 
field delimited communication protocol . 

2. (original) The method of claim 1, wherein the field delimited 
communication protocol is the Financial Information Exchange (FIX) Protocol, or a 
protocol derived therefrom. 
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3. (currently amended) The method of claim I, wherein the message 
communicates a number of shares ordered or offered specified fiold is on order value 

XIvlUs 

4. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the cpooifiod 
financial data field compri se s is a FIX tag 38 entry, 

5. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the e ncod e d 
me ssag e coded meaning oorroopondo to communicates a number of shares of a 
financial transaction to which the message pertains that is different than the standard, 
publicly-known meaning within the field delimited communication protocol . 

6. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the e ncoded 
message corresponds to an Indication of Interest (IOI) for a number of shares. 

7. (currently amended) A method for securely communicating financial 
information, comprising: 

encoding a message comprising on e ntry in a spo&ifiod fiold of 
communicated in a field delimited communication protocol pursuant to which the 
message comprises a financial data field and a field value corresponding to the financial 
data field, in which the message has a standard, publiclv-known meaning within the field 
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delimited communication protocol in which the message would ordinarily be interpreted 
to have a standard, publiclv-known meaning « whoroin paid e ncoded tnoaoage i s int e nd e d 
to have a meaning different from a the standard p ublicly-known meaning for ontrioG in 
Goid Qpooifiod fil e d ; and 

transmitting said encoded message over an electronic computer network. 

8. (original) The method of claim 7, wherein the field delimited 
communication protocol is the Financial Information Exchange (FIX) Protocol, or a 
protocol derived therefrom. 

9. (currently amended) The method of claim 7, wherein the message 
represents a number of shares ordered or offered opacified fi e ld is an order valu e 

£LcAA 

TTCTO. 

10. (currently amended) The method of claim 7, wherein the sp e cifi e d fi e ld 
financial data field comprises is a FIX tag 38 entry, 

1 1. (currently amended) The method of claim 7, wherein the e ncod e d 
message corresponds to a number of shares of a financial transaction to which the 
message pertains > 
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12. (original) The method of claim 7, wherein the encoded message 
corresponds to an Indication of Interest (IOI) for a number of shares* 

13. (currently amended) A method for securely communicating financial 
information, comprising: 

receiving over a first electronic computer network a first message, said first 
message comprising a first entry in a opooifiod fiold of in a field delimited 
communication protocol pursuant to which the first message comprises a first financial 
data field and a first field value corresponding to the first financial data field, in which 
the message has a standard, publicly-known meaning within the field delimited 
communication protocol ; 

transmitting over a second electronic computer network, a second message, said 
second message comprising a second e ntry in said specifi e d fi e ld of said in the field 
delimited communication protocol comprising a second financial data field and a second 
field value corresponding to the second financial data field, in which the second message 
has_a standard, publicly-known meaning within the field delimited communication 
protocol ; and 

at least one of said first and second messages being encoded, wherein each 
encoded message is intended to have a meaning different from a th_e_stand_ardL 
publicly-known meaning within the fiel d delimited communication protocol 
publicly known m e aning for ontrioo in Goid specified fiold ; 
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wherein, said first and second electronic networ k, said first and soGond ontrioo, 
and said first and second messages are not necessarily distinct. 

14. (original) The method of claim 13, wherein the field delimited 
communication protocol is the Financial Information Exchange (FIX) Protocol, or a 
protocol derived therefrom. 

15. (currently amended) The method of claim 13, wherein the spooifiod first 
and second financial data fields fi e ld - is- a a are order value fields. 

16. (currently amended) The method of claim 13, wherein the e ncod e d first 
and second messages corresponds to a number of shares of a financial transaction to 
which the messages pertain . 

17. (currently amended) The method of claim 13, wherein the e ncod e d first 
message.corresponds to an Indication of Interest (IOI) for a number of shares. 

18. (currently amended) The method of claim 13, whoroin oaid firat and 
s e cond m e ssag e s or e both e ncod e d , further comprising: 

determining whether corresponding entries » eaid sp e cifi e d fi e ld first field 
value and the second field value e£ said - fifot and oooond mooaagoo match; and 
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if the match is successful, transmitting a notification to one or more 
broker/dealers. 

19. (original) The method of claim 18, wherein the transmitted notification is 
not encoded. 

20. (currently amended) The method of claim 13, wherein said first message 
is encoded, and wherein said tran s mitting transmitted notification is made to a 
plurality of receivers, further comprising: 

receiving from a receiver a reply to said second message; and 
determining whether the first field value and the second field value 
corresponding entries in tho Gpooifiod field of - the first message and said r e ply match. 

21. (original) The method of claim 20, wherein if the match is successfiil, 
transmitting a notification to one or more broker dealers. 

22. (currently amended) An apparatus for securely communicating financial 
information, comprising: 

a receiver for receiving over an electronic computer network a ooded 
message oomprioing on entry communicated in a Gpooifiod fiold of a field 
delimited communication protocol pursuant to which the mess_age_comprises a financial 
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data field and a field value corresponding to the financial data field and the m essage has a 
standard, publiclv-known meaning under the field delimited comm unication protocol, 
wherein the messaee is coded to have a meaning different than the s tandard, publicly- 
known meaning under the field delimited communication protocol ; and 

an interpreter for interpreting &&& eoded die message to have a fee 
meaning different from a the standard, p ublicly-known meaning under the fi eld delimited 
communication protocol. 

23. (currently amended) An apparatus for securely communicating financial 
information, comprising: 

an encoder for encoding a message comprising an entry in a spooifi e d fi e ld of a 
field delimited communication protocol pursuant to which the message comprises a 
financial data field and a field value corresponding to the field of financial data and has a 
standard, publiclv-known meaning under the field delimited communication protocol, 
wherein said encoded message is intended to have a meaning different from a the 
standards publicly-known meaning for entries in said specified field; and 

a transmitter for transmitting said encoded message over an electronic computer 
network. 

24. (currently amended) An apparatus for securely communicating financial 
information, comprising: 
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a receiver for receiving over a first electronic computer network a first 
message, said first message oomprioing a first e ntry in a specified field of a 
communicated in a field delimited communication protocol pursuant to which the 
message comprises a first financial data field and a first field value corresponding to the 
financial data field and has a standard, publicly-known meaning under the field delimited 
communication protocol : 

a transmitter for transmitting over a second electronic computer network, a 
second message, said second message compri s ing a s e cond entry in paid sp e cifi e d 

fiold of said communicated in the field delimited communication protocol 

pursuant to which the message comprises a first financial data field and a first field value 
corresponding to the field of financial data and has a standard, publicly-known meaning 
under the field delimited communication protocol; and 

at least one of said first and second messages being encoded, wherein each 
encoded message is intended to have a meaning different from a the standard, p ublicly- 
known meaning under the field delimited communication protocol ; 

wherein, said first and second electronic network, said first and second 
entries, and said first and second messages are not necessarily distinct. 
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